Beginner’s Guide to
_ Cruisiggtthe,;Bahamas
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e NO Navionics

e Waypoints & Distances ..

e Helpful info
e Tides
e Currents
o Articles
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e Exuma Crlsi |
Stephen Pavlidis

e Good history, but |
e Fish ID guide for snork
¢ Wind of the Carolinas, |

e Period drama of Loyalist fami
in Bahamas

e Often referred to as “Gone With The
Wind” of the Bahamas
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e S curve

® Average 2 knot i
northerly current |k
e Watch angle of .
crossing current

e Best to run at
9o° or slightly
with current




e Do NOT wa |
northerly compc

e Good Forecast:

e Current wind S <15k

e Yesterday: SE < 15 kno
e Tomorrow: S/SW < 20
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e Bimini & Wes

point

Radio Beach, Bimini




require visa

e Usuallyas montl
(can renew up to 81

¢ Declare all firearms
e Ask for fishing permit (1
® Fee .
* $150 <35 LOA
* $300 > 35 LOA



astern

® When entering B.
port for 1%t time, fly
quarantine flag on
starboard halyard

e After clearing customs
quarantine flag with Bahamian cc




“It’s better in the Bahamas”




e Dry season

e Prevailing winds f
east 10-20 knots

e Winds shift to west an
north during cold fron

e Sea: 73'F avg in Janua
e Average High: 78'F
e Average Low: 63'F
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¢ Time the mail boat
(usually on weekly

schedule)

® Fresh produce & fresh
dairy will sell out

® Know where you're going

e If spending most of the time in Abacos
Georgetown, produce & services more
available |

adily



® Pump out

e Facilities practical
non-existant

e Pump overboard in
deep water, NOT in th
banks

e Fuel

e Plan ahead & call/hail
marina to inquire

e Hand wash & line dry
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e Garmin
* Jeppesen (Cmap

® Internet
 Paid wifi (often unrelia

e Cellular data via BTC
(Bahamas Telecom) on

GSM network




e Some local tov
e Fishermen
e BASRA

e Carry spares

e (reat cruising community
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and check set




foldable)
e Public Tran51t
e Freeport & Nassau

e Rentals

e Cars, scooters, golf
carts, etc.

e Drive on Left
e Walking
¢ Kindness of others




Hopetown
Treasure Cay
Man-O-War Cay
Little Harbor

e Great Guana Cay

e Cruisers’ Net
e VHF 68 @ 8:15

 Weather & local
happenings
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Grocery store

e Hardware store
e Potable water avail

Hopetown mooring field
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‘e Many beach b T

Tahiti beach on Elbow Cay petown Lighthouse




e Great Bahama
Bank on west

(shallow)

e Exuma Sound on
east (deep)

jAIIens Cay

"J;N ormans Cay
v

% ;Exu ma Park

b}

Sfé_niel Cay

= JgBlack Point

. JLittle Farmers Cay
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¢ Normans Cay

Plane wreck @ Normans Cay




e No Take Zo
including sea
shells, etc)

e Great snorkeling

e Well marked trails
e Boo Boo Hill

e Blow holes

e No services available
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e Thunderball Grc
e Black Point

e Farmers Cay

ball Grotto
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Colorful Waterfrt homes
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Moorings & Anchorage Chat & Chill Bar @ leyball Beach




Georgetown

e Long Island
e Mayaguana

5 station

Blue hole @ Hoffmans Cay,
Berry Islands
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ach bonfire




‘e Sand Dollars

Hand
made
hamburger
bean
necklace







buoyancy for di

e Free diving Tips:

energy to go down
* Always go with a buddy




‘® Limits (at.any o
* Wahoo/Dolphi

- 18 fish per vessel

e Demersal Species
Groupers, Snappers, et
« 60 pounds









Pole Spec

® Free diving on

e No tanks

ason closed
April 1 through July 31




e No predators
» Not scared off eas
e Not poisonous
e Spines are venomous

e Pluck off spines with
pliers

e Wear gloves




* Limit of 6
e Flip over to see




e Local Boater!O )
e Head south to
Carribean

e Thorny Path
“Gentleman’s Guide to Pass




